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• (U//LES) Abortion Extremism Refer nee Guide 
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I 

( lJ) Abortion 1.xtrcmism l<lcolog) 

(U//LES) Both pro-life and pro-choice abortion extremists engage in criminal 
activity and seek to further their ideology, whol ly or in part through force or 
violence. The primary threat of violence from abortion extremists emanates from 
lone ofTenders. 

(U) Pro-life extremists claim moral legitimacy, admire and are inspired by other 
pro-l ife extremists, and justify their use of force or violence as necessary to save 
the life of the unborn . Their actions cause injury or death to hea lthcare providers, 
economic harm to reproductive health care faciliti es (RH C Fs), or intimidation of 
RHCF stafT and patients 

(U//LES) Pro-choice extremists beli eve it is the ir moral duty to protect those who 
provide or receive abortion services . 

(U//LES) Pro-choice extremism is not considered a movement to the extent of pro­
life extremism. Only one pro-choice extremist has been prosecuted , and that person 
acted independently and without any direct affi liation to a pro-choice group. 

(l 1//1.LS) Signilicant Anni\crsarics for Pro-Lili.: Lxtrcmists 

22 January 

•Annive rsary of Roe v 
Wade(l973) 

• 
26 May 

•FACE Act signed into 
law (1994)' 

3 September 

•Anniversary of Paul Hill 
execution for killing 
RHCF doctor and clinic 
escort (2003) 

• 

( LJ//LES) Catal)sts and Characteristics 

(U) Individual indicators of abort · n extremism may comprise lawful conduct or 
criminal activity. No single ind ic or from the following lists should serve as the 
sole basis for a determination of a ortion extremism acti vity . 

(U// LES) Cata lysts that m lead to an increase in pro-life extremism 
include : 

(U// LES) Cha ges in po litical power, legislat ive acts, or 
j ud icial dec is i ns re lated to the abortion debate; 

(U// LES) Chai ges in access to abortion ; 

(U//LES) Doc menta ries or videos centered on abortion. 

(U// LES) C haracte risti cs o pro-li fe extremism inc lude: 

(U// LES) Ad ·ration of other pro-li fe extremists; 

(LJ //Ll: S) Bc li r that one's action> arc mandated b~ God, thus 
justi fyi ng the se of violence; 

(U//LLS) Will 1g to us~ lethal' 1olencc ta~~ a Ille to ' save the 
unborn · 

(U//LES) Catalysts which 1 ay lead to an increase in pro-choi ce extremism 
include: 

(U//LES) C ri ·nal acti vity or v iolent rhetori c targetin g RH CFs, 
or pro-choice i dividuals or organizations; 

(U//LES) Rest ·cted access to abortion services . 

(U// LES) Characteristics o pro-choice extremism include: 

(U//LES) Be li in a mora l duty to protect those who provide 
and receive ab rtion services. 

• 
11 November 

•Remember the Unborn 
Children Day 

5 December 

• he birth of Jesus Christ 

• 

a: The Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrance (FACE) Act is a fede ra l law des igned to protect both those providing and those re iving reprod uctive health ca re 
services . The act forb ids the use of force , threat of force, or phys ica l obstru ction against se rvice providers, staff, and facilities. 

(U) Sources: FBI, Abortion Exlremism: A Primer (January 20 14). This document derives from multiple sources of information co lected by the FBI. 
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