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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Attach: 

Mike 

Schlienz, Don F <SchlienzDF@state.gov> 

Friday, March 10, 2017 3:43 PM 

Dobbs, Michael X <DobbsMX@state.gov> 

[RELEASE IN FULLJ 

Parrillo, Thomas D <ParrilloTD@state.gov>; Ngo, Phong C 
<NgoPC@state.gov>; Law, Stephen <LawS2@state.gov>; Drisko, Shapleigh C 
<DriskoSC@state.gov> 

JA.docx 

JA DRAFT (2).docx 

Here is the final J&A. It has changed somewhat based upon new( er) guidance, but the gist is the same. 

Please review and sign and send back to Steve Law, who will begin routing it through the approval process. 

Thanks 

~Don 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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[RELEASE IN FULLI 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attach: 

Tom 

Schlienz, Don F <SchlienzDF@state.gov> 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 12:47 PM 

Parrillo, Thomas D <ParrilloTD@state.gov> 

Ngo, Phong C <NgoPC@state.gov>; Dobbs, Michael X <DobbsMX@state.gov>; 
Drisko, Shapleigh C <DriskoSC@state.gov>; Stever, John J 
<SteverJJ@state.gov> 

JUSTIFICATION AND APPROVAL FOR OTHER THAN FULL AND OPEN-
-DRAFT 

JUSTIFICATION AND APPROVAL FOR OTHER THAN FULL AND 
OPEN.docx 

Please review and comment, mark up or change as needed. Due to the dollar value, it will be approved at 
the Competition Advocate level. 

Thanks 

Don Schlienz 
Team Leader/Contracting Officer 
Worldwide Division/Regional Support Branch 
(A/LM/ AQM/WWD/RSB) 
703-875-5363 

PROCUREMENT SENSITIVE - SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED (SBU) 

This email and/or its attachments may contain information subject to the Procurement Integrity Act. Prior to 
sharing this information or forwarding this email, you are to contact the Contracting Officer for guidance, as per 
FAR 3.104-4. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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RELEASE IN PART 
From: Schumm, Whitney A ~B_7~(C~),~B_2 ___ ~ 
Sent: 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 10:06:26 AM 
Schwan, Elizabeth J; Bemish, Renee C; A Front Special Assistants; Shinnick, Julianne; Dobbs, 

Michael X; Ngo, Phong C; Wearmouth, James; Sligh, Amelia C 
Thompson, Zainab B; Harris, Katherine A; Sandel, Jessika S 
RE: GAO entrance conference, job code 101986: Costs of Presidential Travel 

ALL_STAFF-#2351508-v1-DISCUSSION_TOPICS_FOR_STATE_ENTRANCE.DOCX; GAO 
Procedures (2017).PDF; job code 101986.pdf 

Attached are the questions/discussion topics that GAO will cover during Friday's call. 

-----Original Appointment-----

From: Schumm, Whitney A 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2017 11:37 AM 
To: Schumm, Whitney A; Schwan, Elizabeth J; Bemish, Renee C; A Front Special Assistants; Shinnick, Julianne; 

Dobbs, Michael X; Ngo, Phong C 
Cc: Thompson, Zainab B; Harris, Katherine A; Sandel, Jessika S 
Subject: GAO entrance conference, job code 101986: Costs of Presidential Travel 

When: Friday, July 21, 2017 2:30 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: TELECONFERENCE 

This entrance conference is being held to discuss GAO's review of "Costs of Presidential Travel" Gob 
code 101986) - the notification letter is attached. Also attached is the document that outlines the 
procedures for working with the GAO. Questions/discussion topics to follow. 

*Meeting date and time: Friday, July 21 @ 2:30 

Call: 877-848-7030 

Passcode: ~I --~ 

Please respond to this email to confirm your participation. 

Thanks, 

Whitney Schumm 

CGFS/GAO Liaison Office 

APRA, LLC - Contractor 

*Copies of all GAO notification letters are available on the CGFS/GAO Liaison Office site: 

http://rm.m.state.sbu/GAO-Liaison/Pages/GAO-Liaison.aspx 

Official 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2017-12722 Doc No. C06611809 Date: 03/14/2019 
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[RELEASE IN FULL[ 

5 FAH-4 H-700 
PROCESSING INFORMATION REQUESTS 

FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE (GAO) 

5 FAH-4 H-710 

PROCEDURES FOR WORKING WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

(CT:RMH-19/ 01-30-2017) 
(Office of Origin: CGFS/GAO) 

5 FAH-4 H-711 PURPOSE 
(··~,--. RMH-19: 01.-""'0-2017) l. ' . • . , "I .. . J ..... 

The following handbook establishes guidance for the Department of State 
regarding engagements conducted by the U.S. Government Accountability Office 
(GAO). 

5 FAH-4 H--712 BACKGROUND 
(CT:Rf..,TH-19,; 01-30-2017) 

a. The GAO, headed by the comptroller general, an agent of Congress. The GAO is 
generally authorized and directed by 31 U.S.C. 712 to investigate "matters 
relating to the receipt, disbursement, and use of public money" (e.g., 
examination of fund administration, property utilization, and the conduct of 
programs to determine if they are run effectively and economically). In 
addition, as stated in 31 U.S.C. 717, the comptroller general "shall evaluate the 
results of a program or activity the U.S. Government carries out under existing 
law: 

(1) On the initiative of the comptroller general; 

(2) When either House of Congress orders an evaluation; or 

(3) When a committee of Congress with jurisdiction over the program or 
activity requests the evaluation." 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2017-12722 Doc No. C06611819 Date: 03/14/2019 
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b. It is the Department's policy to cooperate with and assist the GAO in fulfilling its 
statutory responsibilities while also respecting Department and Executive 
Branch foreign policy and operational requirements and equities, The 
Department and the GAO may not always agree whether particular 
engagements, or aspects of engagements, fall within the scope of GAO"s 
statutory authority, Whether the Executive Branch concludes that a particular 
engagernent falls within its statutory jurisdiction may be relevant to how the 
Department responds to the (:;AO. 

c. Further information on the GAO and its responsibilities can be located at the 
Government Accountability Office website. 

5 fAH ... 4 H-713 DEPARTMENT Of STATE LIAISON 
WITH THE GAO 
(CT:R1r,,-1fi-19; 01 7) 

a. DOS primary liaison The Department's comptroller is responsible for serving as 
the liaison for interactions with the GAO. The director of the CGFS/GAO Liaison 
Office (CGFS/GAO) is responsible for conducting all liaison activities with the 
GAO and reports directly to the comptroller. All initial interactions regarding 
new GAO tasks must be coordinated with or through CGFS/(:;AO. CGFS/GAO 
coo rd in ates the following: 

(1) Formal GAO notifications; 

(2) Lead bureau designation; 

(3) Entrance and exit meetings; 

(4) Assistance to bureaus during the course of the GAO engagement; 

(5) Guidance pertaining to the release of information; 

(6) Formal Departmental comments to draft reports; and 

(7) Formal Congressional Correspondence on final report recommendations, 
which is further disseminated to OIG, GAO,, and 0MB. 

b. Bureau GAO liaison All DOS bureaus will establish a bureau GAO liaison to 
serve as the entry point for GAO information and initial contact for authorized 
GAO engagements. 

c. Lead bureau and point of contact (POC) CGFS/GAO will distribute GAO 
notifications to all relevant bureau GAO liaisons. A lead bureau will be 
designated based upon the subject of the GAO engagernent. The lead bureau 
will be responsible for designating a POC for the engagement,, usually the 
bureau GAO liaison. The POC will be responsible for coordinating with the GAO 
team conducting the en,gagement as well as CGFS/GAO and L as appropriate. 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2017-12722 Doc No. C06611819 Date: 03/14/2019 
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5 FAH-4 H-714 GAO NOTIFICATION AND 
ENTRANCE MEETINGS 

7\ 
/ _,,i 

a. Department notification The GAO must notify CGFS/GAO in writing prior to 
initiating any new engagement. The formal notification letter, signed by the 
GAO's relevant managing director, should occur before the GAO makes any 
requests for meetings, documents, or interviews with DOS officials at any 
location. The notification should identify the subject, GAO job code, scope, 
objectives, and originator of the request. 

b. Initial contact Initial GAO contact for an engagement must be with 
CGFS/GAO. Any GAO request for information, by e-mail or otherwise, that does 
not refer to a job code and has not been coordinated through CGFS/GAO or the 
lead bureau POC for the particular engagement should be referred to 
CGFS/GAO. 

c. Entrance meeting CGFS/GAO will arrange an entrance meeting normally within 
14 days of an official GAO notification. The entrance meeting is the beginning 
of an interactive process between the GAO and the Department that will 
continue throughout the engagement. In some cases, the GAO and CGFS/GAO 
may jointly determine that an entrance meeting is not necessary. This is most 
likely to occur when the GAO conducts similar or recurring work, and its POC, 
issues, and methodology were previously established. 

(1) Representation-CGFS/GAO will coordinate the Department;s 
representation for the entrance meeting. The bureau GAO liaisons will 
ensure the attendance of appropriate management levels and subject 
matter expertise; and 

(2) Meeting content-CGFS/GAO will chair the entrance meeting. The GAO 
team will provide information regarding the origin, scope, timeframes and 
anticipated dat:a requirements and travel. The meeting will also provide an 
opportunity for a dialogue between the Department and GAO officials to 
cover potential jurisdictional issues, possible foreign policy sensitivities, 
and other relevant concerns. The entrance meeting will conclude with the 
designation of primary POCs between the Department lead bureau and the 
GAO team. 

5 FAH-4 H-715 GAO WORK IN PROGRESS 
(CT'Rfv!H-19/ 01-30-201 

a. Work in progress Subsequent to the entrance meeting, the GAO will work 
directly with the designated lead bureau POC to coordinate information
gathering activities, including requests for documents, interviews, and 
meetings. A GAO engagement that involves multiple bureaus and offices may 
require an intra-departmental meeting to ensure a coordinated and consistent 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2017-12722 Doc No. C06611819 Date: 03/14/2019 
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Department position. CGFS/GAO will be available to facilitate GAO activities 
and requests, .ff the GAO requests information that goes beyond the scope of 
the engagernent as outlined in the notification letter 1 CGFS/GAO must be 
advised before any such information is provided. The lead bureau POC should 
also advise CGFS/GAO of any difficulties or concerns perceived by the 
Department or expressed by the GAO. 

b. CGFS/GAO may request status reports from the GAO throughout the 
engagement. The convening of meetings between the GAO and the 
Department during the engagement may be necessary and can be used to 
accomplish the following: 

(1) Advise the Department on the status of an ongoing engagement; 

(2) Coordinate GAO access to records and documents; 

(3) Assess GAO foreign travel and contacts; 

(4) Review and comment on the GAO "statement of facts," which is subject to 
verification and/or clarification (this typically occurs at the exit meeting 
(see Sa) but may occasionally take place during the engagement); 

(5) Discuss the GAO's preliminary conclusions and recommendations with 
which the Department may or may not agree; and 

(6) Address Department concerns about the GAO methodology as well as the 
GAO's concerns regarding the Department's response. 

c. GAO fieldwork and foreign contacts and travel The GAO engagement may 
involve foreign travel and fieldwork to gather relevant information. The GAO 
team must provide advance notice f n writing to the leaci bureau POC and/or the 
country desk, which should be forwarded to post for consideration. Unless 
post expresses concerns with the proposed travel, GAO staff" should submit an 
electronic country clearance (ECC) request. As authorized by the Department, 
U.S. mission personnel may be directly engaged in GAO activities by assisting 
in the arrangement of the GAO team visit, facilitating access, and providing 
information through interviews. GAO should not directly task posts abroad; any 
taskings, including requests for information or documents, should be 
coordinated and communicated through the lead bureau POC or 
CGFS/GAO. The GAO mandate does not include investigation of foreign 
governments. Any GAO meetings or other contacts with foreign officials should 
be coordinated with the lead bureau POC. The lead bureau POC, in 
coordination with the regional bureau and post and other functional bureaus as 
appropriate, should determine whether GAO contacts with foreign officials 
would raise sensitivities that warrant consideration of another approach to 
obtaining information. GAO senior management has been made aware that any 
contacts with foreign government officials are at the discretion of the 
ambassador. Generally; when the fieldwork is complete and prior to returning 
stateside, the GAO team will conduct a closeout meeting. The purpose of this 
meeting is to ensure that the GAO team has a full understanding of the 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2017-12722 Doc No. C06611819 Date: 03/14/2019 
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information gathered. The closeout meeting is not intended to discuss 
conclusions or recommendations. 

5 FAH-4 H-716 GAO ACCESS TO RECORDS AND 
DOCUMENTS 

7) 
/ 

a. General policy and procedure The GAO may request official government records 
and documents associated with its work. The Department's policy is to provide 
the GAO with the information it needs to fulfill its statutory responsibilities while 
respecting Department and Executive Branch foreign policy and operational 
requirements and equities" If the GAO is operating outside its statutory 
jurisdiction, the Department must make a determination as to what extent non
public information can be shared. In such cases, the lead bureau POC should 
seek guidance from CGFS/GAO and I.. prior to di.sclosin9 any documents or 
infonnation to GAO. The GAO should be encouraged to make its requests 
specific and relevant to the objectives posed in its notification letter. The GAO 
is not authorized to independently search for relevant documents and 
information located in Department files and databases or posted on the 
Intranet The bureau GAO liaison should keep records in writing of the 
documents or, where voluminous, a description of the documents provided to 
the GAO during the engagement. 

b. Documents request In exercising its statutory jurisdiction, the GAO may 
request and, as a general rule, have access to relevant unclassified and 
classified information following the entrance conference and in association with 
an ongoing, authorized engagement All document requests should be 
submitted in writing by GAO and directed to the lead bureau POC. When the 
request is extensive or involves multiple bureaus, a formal Department tasker 
from CGFS/GAO may be issued. When questions arise regarding GAO access to 
material, Land CGFS/GAO should be consulted. Approval from the Under 
Secretary for Management (M) for documentation from bureaus and offices that 
report to Mand the Under Secretary for Political Affairs (P) for all other 
requests via action memorandum is necessary before the GAO is given access 
to classified documents or "restricted access!} documents that fall under 
subsection (f) below, Documents that are approved by P or if\,1 must then be 
provided to CGFS/GAO to be packaged and placed at the audit site for review 
by GAO. Normally, the GAO is permitted to read such material on Department 
premises, but is not given copies of these documents. When the GAO is 
provided copies of documents, the bureau should consider whether any 
redactions are necessary or appropriate. Under 31 U.S.C. 716(e), the GAO is 
obligated to respect applicable restrictions on disclosure of the information, and 
must be advised of those restrictions in writing by the lead bureau POC or 
CGFS/GAO when the documents are made available. 
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c. Publicly available unclassified information Publicly available unclassified 
information is material that does not carry any restrictions and can be made 
available to any member of the public. This material includes: 

(1) Press guidance; 

(2) Public reports, including transmitted reports to Congress; and 

(3) Department publications and other public information not determined to be 
SBU or classified. 

d. Unclassified material that is not publicly available Generally, unclassified 
material that is subject to protection from public release should bear "Sensitive 
But Unclassified!} ( 1SBU0

) markings. (See 12 FAM 540). However, this is not 
always the case and the determination whether material is SBU should be made 
based on the content rather than the marking of the document. Except as 
discussed in subsection (f) below, GAO is generally entitled to have access to 
non-public information where it is relevant to an official engagement within 
their statutory jurisdiction. This includes, for example, Privacy Act information 
and visa records. If GAO requests information in this category, L must- clear 
any release and, in the case of internal deliberative material or other material 
that might fall within subsection (f) below, an action memorandum to P or M is 
required. 

e. Much if not most unclassified information that is not publicly availahle may be 
provided to GAO for possession, These documents can be emailed to GAO with 
clear markings and the caveat that SBU and other non-public Department 
information should be not be published or distributed beyond GAO without the 
Department's consent, SBU may only be transmitted to GAO by the director of 
CGFS/GAO, 

f. G'"'AO may also take temporary possession of copies of such documents on a 
read and return basis1 on the condition that it destroy all such copies or return 
them to the audit site prior to the end of the engagement. Materials that rnay 
be provided to GAO on a read-and-return basis may include personnel data; 
confidential business information, records pertaining to the issuance or refusal 
of visas1 information regarding infrastructure protection or vulnerabi!ities 1 

design and construction information 1 and certain decision mernos, A cover 
letter should be attached to such materials clearly stating that they must be 
either destroyed or returned to the audit site prior to the encl of the 
engagement CGFS/GAO should track all such materials that are provided to 
GAO, 

g. The proper method of providing access to unclassified material that is not 
publicly available should be determined on a case-by-case basisf in consultation 
with Lr with the goal of facilitating GAO's work while also providing adequate 
protection to sensitive Department information 

h, Certain highly--sensitfve unclassified information that is not publicly available 
should be made available to GAO for review on premises at the audit 
site, Examples of such information include materials that fall under subsection 
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(f) below, If the lead bureau POC receives requests for documents that fall 
11-,tfthin this category 1 he or she should immediately alert CGFS/GAO, 

i. Classified information Classified information is material officially and properly 
classified at the Confidential, Secret, or Top Secret level under an executive 
order governing the classification of national security information. In addition, 
any documents regarding foreign government information provided in 
confidence where disclosure would be harmful to foreign relations should 
generally be treated as classified for purposes of' these procedures, whether 
marked so or not as well as international organization information that is 
restricted from public disclosure (e.g. NATO restricted information). Access 
may be granted to such documents after a written request is submitted by the 
GAO concerning a matter within its statutory jurisdiction, approval from P or M, 
and verification of proper security clearances. However, such information 
cannot be removed from the Department facility, photocopied, or quoted 
verbatim. CGFS/GAO will package the classified documents and provide to the 
GAO audit site for review. The lead bureau must ensure appropriate security 
clearances of GAO personnel through Diplomatic Security prior to providing the 
GAO personnel access to classified information1 including through classified 
briefings< It is the responsibility of Department personnel to ensure that all e
mail and sensitive diplomatic communications are appropriately classified and 
marked. 

j. Restricted access SBU or classified information generally not releasable to the 
GAO includes, but is not limited to: 

(1) Internal materials concerning budget plans and requests, other than the 
official budget data submitted to the Congress. (See 0MB Circular A-11.); 

(2) Non-public documents concerning an ongoing negotiation or foreign policy 
initiative or other "real time" document request, such as being added to 
distribution lists for Executive Branch only products and updates; 

(3) Other internal deliberative information, the disclosure of which reasonably 
could be expected to impair substantially the operations of 
government. (This may include, for example, certain Action Memoranda or 
informal e-mail deliberations.); 

(4) Law enforcement information; 

(5) Attorney-work product prepared in the course of or anticipation of 
litigation 1 or attorney-client privileged communications; and 

(6) When GAO requests information in any of the above categories, CGFS/GAO 
and L should be contacted. To the extent such information is provided to 
GAO with approval from P or l'"'i and l..1 it should be made available for 
review on premises at the audit site, 

k. Third party documents Documents originated by or containing information 
originated by other agencies cannot be released to the GAO without the consent 
of the originating agency or agencies. In this category, the practice has been 
that consent will generally not be granted for the following: 
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(1) Documents to and/or from the White House or National Security Council, or 
that address White House or National Security Council initiatives; 

(2) Documents addressing on-going criminal investigations or prosecutions; 
and 

(3) Documents related to intelligence or counter-intelligence information. 

5 FAH-4 H-717 CONCLUDING ACTIVITIES 
(CT:RMH-1 · 01- 7) 

a. Exit meeting An exit meeting will be chaired by CGFS/GAO and conducted just 
prior to the completion of the draft report. The GAO's stated purpose for the 
exit meeting is to confirm that their acquired facts and key information used to 
formulate (3AO;s analyses and findings are current, correct, and complete. The 
GAO may also discuss preliminary conclusions and potential recommendations. 

b. Classification and sensitivity reviews The GAO may request a classification or 
sensitivity review of the draft report prior to further distribution for agency 
comment. The GAO does not have classification authority and must rely on the 
originating agency to review the draft report to ensure that sensitive 
information (classified or other non-public material) is properly marked and 
protected from unauthorized disclosure. 

c. Draft report Following the exit conference and classification/sensitivity reviews, 
the GAO will distribute the non-public draft report for agency review and official 
comment. 

d. Comments on draft report. The GAO's policy is to provide 30 calendar days for 
Department comments on GAO draft reports. However, circumstances may 
demand a more rapid response, often within 7--15 days. The Department's 
policy is to provide all substantive comments in writing. A formal written 
response is required when recommendations for the Department are included in 
the report. The formal written response must respond to each recommendation 
with sufficient detail to support the Department;s position. The lead bureau 
may elect to provide a formal response to a GAO report that does not contain 
Department recommendations. The Department comments will be published as 
an appendix to the final report. Oral comments may be provided for minor 
technical or editorial remarks. The lead bureau POC will coordinate the 
Department's written comments and clear at the assistant secretary level. A 
meeting may be convened, if necessary, to resolve differences regarding the 
draft report conclusions and recommendations. Once fully cleared, the formal 
writ-ten response will be submitted to CGFS/GAO for the comptroller"s final 
review, signature, and transmittal to the GAO. CGFS/GAO will provide an 
information copy to the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) and the lead 
bureau,s assistant secretary. 
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e. Final reports Unclassified GAO final reports are available on the GAO 
website. CGFS/GAO will ensure that newly published reports are distributed to 
all relevant bureau POCs and other interested parties. 

5 FAH-4 H-718 DEPARTMENT RESPONSE TO 
CONGRESS ON GAO REPORTS 

.19; 

a. Legal requirement When the GAO issues a final report containing 
recommendations for the Department, in relation to an en9agement within its 
statutory jurisdiction, the Department is required by 31 U.S.C. 720 to submit a 
written formal response to Congress within 60 days from the date of issue. 

b. Initial preparation. The proposed Department reply is prepared in the format 
prescribed by the Bureau of Legislative Affairs (HJ, CGFS/GAO may work 
directly with the lead bureau POC to formulate a response that accurately 
conveys the Department's perspective. 

c. Content Replies to the GAO report should include a response to each 
recommendation with sufficient detail to support the Department's position. A 
response in which the Department accepts a GAO report recommendation 
should include an implementation timeline. 

d. Oversight The Department response letter is to be prepared in multiple copies 
and addressed to the chair and ranking member of the following committees: 

(1) House Committee on Oversight and Government reform, 

(2) Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs commiUee; 

(3) House Committee on appropriations; 

( 4) Senate Committee on appropriations; 

( 5) House Foreign Affairs committee; 

(6) Senate Foreign Relations committee; and 

(7) Committee originating request. 

e. Review, clearance, and transmittal The proposed reply is coordinated by the 
lead bureau POC and cleared with the lead bureau assistant secretary, L, H, and 
other appropriate bureaus and agencies. Once fully cleared for substance, the 
fetters wifl be submitted to CGFS/GAO for the cornptrofler~s final review, 
clearance, and transmittal to H for signature. H then transmits the letters to 
Congress and provides CGFS/GAO with a signed copy, which is forther 
disseminated to appropriate Department bureaus, OIG, GAO, and 0MB. 

5 FAH-4 H-719 RECOMMENDATION FOLLOW UP 
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After the Department's response is transmitted to Congress and the GAO, the lead 
bureau POC will track progress on implementing action identified in the 
Department's response, CGFS/GAO may also periodically track progress. It is the 
Department's policy to complete action on GAO recommendations accepted by the 
Department in an expeditious manner that ensures compliance with the timeline 
identified in the Department's Congressional response. 
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r ~ !RELEASE IN FULLI 

~.l V U.S. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 
441 G St. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20548 

June 14, 2017 

The Honorable Rex W. Tillerson 
Secretary of State 

Attention: Julianne Shinnick 
Bureau of the Comptroller and Global Financial Services 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter is to inform you of a new U.S. Government Accountability Office engagement 
on the Costs of Presidential Travel-code 101986. The enclosure provides information 
on the engagement. If we determine it is necessary to visit locations other than those 
specified in the enclosure, we will advise you. 

We would appreciate your notifying the appropriate officials of this work. The next step 
will be to set up an entrance conference. At that meeting, we will request that your 
agency identify a point of contact for this engagement. 

Sincerely yours, 

1/ ~ ~ ___..__/ ~"1 

/~ / .. 
Charles Mich el Johns n 
Managing Director, 
International Affairs and Trade 

Enclosure 

cc: Steve A. Linick, Inspector General 
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Enclosure 
Information on New Engagement 

Engagement subject: Costs of Presidential Travel 

Engagement code: 101986 

[RELEASE IN FULLJ 

Source for the work: GAO is beginning this work pursuant to its authority under 31 
U.S.C. 717 after receiving a request from the Honorable Gary Peters and the Honorable 
Diane Feinstein. 

lssue(s) under review/Objective(s)/Key guestion(s): GAO will review (1) the major 
elements of the costs of presidential travel and which agencies typically incur such 
costs; (2) the rules that govern travel by the President and his family; (3) the specific 
costs associated with the President's trips to Mar-a-Largo; and (4) the specific costs 
associated with the President's adult children's trips to certain foreign countries. 

Agencies and anticipated locations (HQ and field) to be notified: The Department of 
State including the Office of the Secretary of State. 

Other departments/agencies to be contacted: White House offices including the Office 
of the White House Counsel and the White House Department of Scheduling and 
Advance; Department of Homeland Security including the U.S. Secret Service and the 
U.S. Coast Guard. The Office of the Secretary of Defense, Executive Secretariat, the 
White House Military Office; Air Force organizations including the Office of the Vice 
Chief of Staff for Special Air Missions, the Air Mobility Command, and the 89th Airlift 
Wing; Headquarters Marine Corps, Marine Helicopter Squadron One; the Army and 
Navy Military Working Dog Programs; and the Defense Finance and Accounting 
Service; The Department of Justice including the Office of the Attorney General. 

Estimated start date for the work: Immediately 

Time frame for holding the entrance conference: Week of June 26 

GAO Team(s) performing the engagement: Defense Capabilities and Management, 
Homeland Security and Justice 

GAO contacts: 

• Brian Lepore, Director, Defense Capabilities and Management, (202) 512-4523, 
leporeb@gao.gov 

• Diana Maurer, Director, Homeland Security and Justice, (202) 512-9627, 
maurerd@gao.gov 

• Gina Hoffman, Assistant Director, Defense Capabilities and Management, (202) 
512-8570, hoffmang@gao.gov 

• Joseph Cruz, Assistant Director, Homeland Security and Justice, (213) 830-1038, 
cruzjp@gao.gov 

• John Wren, Analyst-in-Charge, Defense Capabilities and Management, (757) 552-
8235, wrenj@gao.gov 

Page 2 
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From: 

Sent: 

Ngo, Phong C </O=SBUSTATE/OU=AEXIRM AG/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=NGOPC> 

Friday, March 24, 2017 9:35 AM 

To: 

Subject: 

Copy. 

Best, 
-Phong 

Curtis, Melinda M <CurtisMM@state.gov> 

Re: Home Today 

From: Curtis, Melinda M 
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2017 7:23 AM 
To: Ngo, Phong C 
Subject: Home Today 

[RELEASE IN FULL[ 

GM Phong. My dad has an appt today at 11:00 that I have to take him to. I will not be in but I will have 

my BlackBerry. I have an urgent contract with AQM that I am working on that must be completed 

today. I also have to work on the Mar-a-Iago invoices for Tom. If anyone needs me just email me please 

or call. 

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone. 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attach: 

Don/Stephen, 

[RELEASE IN FULL[ 

Dobbs, Michael X <DobbsMX@state.gov> 

Monday, March 13, 2017 7:05 AM 

Schlienz, Don F <SchlienzDF@state.gov>; Law, Stephen <LawS2@state.gov> 

Drisko, Shapleigh C <DriskoSC@state.gov>; Ngo, Phong C 
<NgoPC@state.gov>; Parrillo, Thomas D <ParrilloTD@state.gov>; Bemish, 
Renee C <BemishR@state.gov>; Mahar, Harry <MaharHX@state.gov> 

RE: JA FINAL DRAFT Mar102017.docx 

[Untitled].pdf 

Please find attached the signed J&A. 

Regards, 

Director, Presidential Travel Support Staff 

U.S. Department of State 

2401 E Street, NW 

Suite H625 (SA-1) 

Washington, DC 20037 
W (202} 663-2945 
Fax: (202} 663-2231 

~ DobbsMX@state.gov 

Privacy/Pl! 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Schlienz, Don F 
Sent: Friday, March 10, 2017 3:53 PM 
To: Dobbs, Michael X 
Cc: Law, Stephen; Drisko, Shapleigh C; Ngo, Phong C; Parrillo, Thomas D 
Subject: JA FINAL DRAFT Mar102017.docx 

Mike 

THIS is the one to sign and return. 

Too many versions flying around. 

Thanks 
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Don 

Don Schlienz 
Team Leader/Contracting Officer 
Worldwide Division/Regional Support Branch 
(A/LM/ AQM/WWD/RSB) 
703-875-5363 

PROCUREMENT SENSITIVE - SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED (SBU) 

This email and/or its attachments may contain information subject to the Procurement Integrity Act. Prior to 
sharing this information or forwarding this email, you are to contact the Contracting Officer for guidance, as per 
FAR 3.104-4. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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